
  

 

OpenHome Down Payment Assistance Program Overview 

We are committed to empowering families and helping them thrive through 

homeownership. The OpenHome program supports families in achieving homeownership 

by providing up to $25,000 in down payment assistance. This grant requires no 

repayment and is paired with homebuyer education to ensure families are mortgage-

ready.  

1. Eligibility Criteria: 

o Applicants must be first-time homebuyers, meaning they have not owned 

or lived in a home they owned in the past three years. This includes homes 

owned by a spouse. 

o Must meet specific income limits based on household size and location 

AND the property address must be located within a majority, minority-

owned census tract (a census tract where more than 50% of 

homeowners identify as racial/ethnic minorities). 

o Must complete an approved 8-hour homebuyer education course. 

Completion Certificate is required for at least one homebuyer. 

o The property address must be located within the Central Valley region of 

the State of California, specifically within Fresno or Madera counties. 

o Must qualify for a first mortgage through a recognized lender. Lender 

must ensure all applicable federal, state, and local regulations are 

adhered to through the lending process. 

 

2. Grant Tiers: Upon meeting all eligibility requirements, the grant amount will be 

determined by need and the applicant’s gross household income in relation to 

the Area Median Income (AMI). Please review household income eligibility chart 

 

Tier 
Grant 

Amount 
Eligibility 

Tier 

1 

Up to 

$25,000 

Household income up to 80% of Area Median Income (AMI) AND home 

must be in a majority minority-owned census tract 

Tier 

2 

Up to 

$20,000 

Household income between 80%-120% AMI AND home must be in a 

majority minority-owned census tract  

 

  

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/il/il2024/2024summary.odn?STATES=6.0&INPUTNAME=METRO23420M23420%2A0601999999%2BFresno%2BCounty&statelist&stname=California&wherefrom&statefp=06&year=2024&ne_flag&selection_type=county&incpath&data=2024&SubmitButton=View%2BCounty%2BCalculations
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgeodatavision.com%2Fgdv-maps%2F2021-majority-minority-census-tract-map.html&data=05%7C02%7Ctmangum%40fresnohousing.org%7Cca4cc49463ae49cfa21d08dcbcb693ad%7Ca36160478edb4053ba54078ee8bb3169%7C0%7C0%7C638592739574853412%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jkoNti6%2FOGxZGxxMkmyLf5v9Om5znr5d6OtyO3IyEZI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgeodatavision.com%2Fgdv-maps%2F2021-majority-minority-census-tract-map.html&data=05%7C02%7Ctmangum%40fresnohousing.org%7Cca4cc49463ae49cfa21d08dcbcb693ad%7Ca36160478edb4053ba54078ee8bb3169%7C0%7C0%7C638592739574853412%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jkoNti6%2FOGxZGxxMkmyLf5v9Om5znr5d6OtyO3IyEZI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgeodatavision.com%2Fgdv-maps%2F2021-majority-minority-census-tract-map.html&data=05%7C02%7Ctmangum%40fresnohousing.org%7Cca4cc49463ae49cfa21d08dcbcb693ad%7Ca36160478edb4053ba54078ee8bb3169%7C0%7C0%7C638592739574853412%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jkoNti6%2FOGxZGxxMkmyLf5v9Om5znr5d6OtyO3IyEZI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/il/il2024/2024summary.odn?STATES=6.0&INPUTNAME=METRO23420M23420%2A0601999999%2BFresno%2BCounty&statelist&stname=California&wherefrom&statefp=06&year=2024&ne_flag&selection_type=county&incpath&data=2024&SubmitButton=View%2BCounty%2BCalculations


Program Procedures 

 Application Process: 

o The applicant’s lender must submit the request in writing to 

info@beyondhousingfresno.org. 

 The Representative MUST: 

o Verify/confirm the property being purchased is within a majority minority-

owned census tract 

o Verify/confirm total household income in order to verify program eligibility 

o Provide additional data for program impact purposes, including but not limited 

to: race/ethnicity, loan type, household size, email address, escrow closing date 

o Provide certificate of completion of the 8-hour HUD-approved homebuyer 

education from a HUD-approved housing counseling agency. 

o Submit other property information and final sales contract (when available). 

 Review and Approval: 

o Documentation will be reviewed by the program staff to verify eligibility. 

o Approved applicants will be notified in writing within 5-7 business days of 

submission with a Verification letter. Applicants will need to sign the Verification 

letter, acknowledging the grant and program requirements, and return to 

info@beyondhousingfresno.org. 

o Grant funds are reserved upon approval and will be distributed at closing with 

proper notifications. 

 Grant Distribution: 

o Grant funds will be paid directly to the title company or closing agent at the time 

of closing escrow. A letter with wiring instructions will be required and will be 

verified by program staff. 

o Funds must be used only for the down payment assistance and closing costs. 

o If the applicant does not complete the escrow and purchase process within 60 

days of approval, Beyond Housing Foundation is not responsible for any 

previously stated funds and reserves the right to withdraw the original 

allocation. In such cases, a new application or request may be required. 

Additional Program Details: 

Pre-Approval/Lending: All pre-approval and lending requirements are solely the 

responsibility of the lender and buyer. Beyond Housing Foundation does not impose any 

credit score, debt-to-income ratio, or other criteria for final mortgage approval. 

• Funding Availability: 

Grants are limited and awarded on a first-come, first- served basis, depending on 

available funding. 

• Homebuyer Education: 

Participation in a HUD-certified homebuyer education course (8 hours) is 

mandatory to help first-time buyers prepare for the responsibilities of 

homeownership. 

• Eligible Use: 

Applicants may use these funds for down payment assistance and closing cost 

purposes only; however, the funds are eligible for simultaneous use or can be 

layered with other funding streams for down payment assistance. 

mailto:info@beyondhousingfresno.org
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/housing/nationally_hud_approved_housing_counseling_agenciesdirectory
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/housing/nationally_hud_approved_housing_counseling_agenciesdirectory
mailto:info@beyondhousingfresno.org

